


For more than a century Assiniboine Park has been the crown jewel in Winnipeg's regional park system. Designed by Canada’s
pioneer landscape architect and Olmsted apprentice, Frederick Todd, it takes its place along side the great urban parks in
Canada. After decades of declining maintenance, the riverside green space is undergoing a modern transformation that will
see it reclaim its place as a social, educational and recreational hub in the city.

The focus for the park's development will be to re-connect visitors to its spectacular landscape through recreation; learning
and discovery. New nature playgrounds and pathways will celebrate the unique natural environment providing an interactive
experience in every season.

The ‘Family Centre’ will be the architectural heart of the new development located along the shore of the park’s iconic ‘duck
pond’, forming a fransition between the water's edge and the surrounding burr-oak forest.

The 900 square metre building will function as a focal peoint and gathering place, offering the modern amenities long absent
from the park.

A primary focus for the form of the new building is to support and enhance the design principles of all the new components of
the park by celebratfing a connection with the outdoors while offering a protected indoor environment in all seasons. The
sights, sounds and smells of the park will permeate through every room of the Family Centre enhancing the visitor's relationship
with the landscape af dll times.

The architecture is intended to encourage a spirit of discovery through its form, showcasing the landscape while being part of
it. The challenge is to resolve the dichotomy of celebrating the natural setting while injecting an unnatural object into it. The
hope is that the appropriate consideration of structure, materials and layout might allow the building to age and evolve along
with its surroundings, growing from and into its place.

The goal for the Family Centre is to tell the story of the park through its architecture, evoking a sense of wonder, attracting,
welcoming and inspiring the next generation to form a personal connection to Assiniboine Park and its dramatic natural
environment.
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Place

An architecture that evolves, growing, maturing, decaying, in harmony with the rhythms of ifs surroundings becomes one
with its place. The patterns of the sun and moon, the changing seasons, keep record of passing time. The
synchronization of a man made object to the natural rhythms of this fundamental constant strengthens the individual
bond between humans and their particular world.

Assiniboine Park is an extraordinary place. Towering Elm frees, gentle meadows and manicured gardens form the
backdrop for the memories of generations of Winnipeggers. The new building sfrives fo enhance this emotional
connection to place by connecting it to these natural rhythms.

Set on aridge running along a forest edge, the Family Centre first appears from across a shallow pond. Enveloped by
the forest, an angular roofline makes its first gesture to the surroundings, mimicking the dynamic line of the free canopy
behind, contrasted against the endless prairie sky. The angled curtain wall mullions dance across the facade,
referencing the trunks of the frees in the forest beyond.

As one approaches the building from different directions, it reveals itself in diverse ways. Like a snowdrift or an
outcropping of rock, every vantage point offers a varied and unique expression of its form.

As the days and seasons change, so too does the building's appearance. Shadows animate the irregular shapes as the
sun bathes them in soft, leaf filtered light. Warm summer raindrops chase each other down the face of sloping glass
walls. The colours of the forest leaves reflect the changing seasons on the building’s fagade. The angular form directs
harsh winter winds in unique ways, carving snow drifts that grow as extensions of the structure itself.

Building materials that are both rustic and machine made enhance this relationship with the passage of fime,

furthering a visceral connection between visitors and the natural environment. Materials that weather and patina, allow
the building to age and grow into its site. A vegetated roof, planted with local grasses will mature to become a raised
piece of the forest floor. A zinc fascia will patina to a soft grey in time and core-ten steel cladding will rust in ways that
express o permanent record of local weather patterns on the facade. The rusting steel will colour the landscape below,
as if becoming one with the site. A specimen tree will grow through a hole in the protective canopy, acting almost as a
child's growth chart as year after year the tree will reach further info the building's embrace.

Visitors passing through the main entrance vestibule are compressed before entering intfo an expansive sun lit gallery.
Internal spaces are defined by a fractured roof geometry of heavy timber evoking images of walking beneath the forest
canopy. Transparent walls allow the trees themselves to define the boundaries of each space, as if the rooms were
carved from the forest, blurring the distinction between inside and out.

The building is planned as three great arms reaching in and grasping the forest, At the apex of the two main arms sits the
psychological heart of the composition, a two sided fireplace made of local limestone. Positioned fo project to the
exterior a warm and welcoming glow during the long, cold winters, it also acts as a focal point for a sun bathed
courtyard protected from the winds on the south side, a quiet place to gather, tell stories and immerse oneself into the
surroundings.




Responding to its environment in a larger contfext, the narrow arms of the building are the foundation of the sustainable
strategies that inform every aspect of the facility. Opening up like a flower to the southern sun the arms create a narrow
floor plate that maximizes views, solar gain and natural air flow through operable windows in all interior spaces. Without
incorporating solar shading into the facade, the building relies on the natural protection of the surrounding forest, filtering
the heat in summer and allowing it to pass through in winter.

During the design phase every tree was carefully surveyed and the building's form and position was arranged to maxi-
mize the natural clearings in the forest, reducing the number of trees fo be lost forits construction. The trees that are
being removed will be salvaged and used to make wood flooring for the fireplace lounge as well as benches, site
furniture and mulch for planting beds. Soffits and intermal woodwork will be constructed of wood reclaimed from elm
frees lost to Dutch elm disease in the park and across the city.

A fully vegetated roof is the most visible of the sustainable strategies incorporated into the building. Not only will it serve
fo maintain the forest microclimate, habitat and storm water drainage patterns, but the visibility of the sloped roof planes
will intentionally remind all visitors of the critical importance of sustainable design.

The commitment to environmental responsibility is expressed in every aspect of the design. Connected to extensive bike
and pedestrian pathways, no parking will be added to the site. All storm water drainage is carefully directed to the
adjacent pond and local plantings, even on the green roof will ensure that no irrigation is required. Building systems like
low flow fixtures, waterless urinals, high efficiency lighting, mechanical and heat recovery systems are all key components
of the building's sustainable design strategy.

The goal for the Family Cenfre at Assiniboine Park is to create a responsible, evocative and emotionally inspiring building
that is rooted to its site, resonating with its specific place and greater context. Structure, space and materials are
choreographed fo the rhythms of the natural world, expressing the beauty and power of the landscape in this harsh envi-
ronment, acknowledging our ephemeral place on the land.
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Nnorth view




southwest view







	2.pdf
	3.pdf
	4.pdf
	5.pdf
	6.pdf
	7.pdf

